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Seaway Heavy Lifting  
Offshore installation  

 

¶ Platform installations and removals 

¶ Globally available 

¶ 5000 mt crane capacity 
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Sunset over Maaspilot station ï Photo : Marijn van Hoorn ©  
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Your feedback is important to me so pleas e drop me  an email if you have any photos or  
articles that may be of interest to the maritime interested people at sea and ashore  

PLEASE SEND ALL PHOTOS / ARTICLES TO :  

newsclippings@gmail.com  
 

If you don't l ike to  receive this bulletin anymore :  

To unsubscribe click here  (English version) or visit the subscription page on our website.  

http://www.maasmondmaritime.com/uitschrijven.aspx?lan=en -US  

EVENTS, INCIDENTS & OPERATIONS  

 
The NORD ORGANISER  seen moored in Willemstad (Curacao) 

Photo : Kees Bustraan ï http://community.webshots.com/user/cornelis224  (c)  
 

 

Man burnt in coal ship explosion  
The CQ Rescue helicopter has retrieved a man who was badly burned in an explosion on board a coal ship in waters 

off Mackay in north Queensland He has been taken to Proserpine Hospital, north of Mackay. 

 
The 30-year-old Filipino national was injured after a spark ignited while welding was being carried out on the ship 

about 10.30am on Tuesday morning, setting the man's clothes alight.  He is said to have leapt overboard in an effort to 
douse the flames.  "His response was to jump overboard to quickly extinguish the flames and a lifeboat was deployed 

to retrieve him," RACQ-CQ Rescue said in a statement at the time. "He is believed to have been burnt in the accident, 
but details of the extent of his burns or his condition are unknown at this stage."  When the incident occurred, the ship 

was located 220 nautical miles northeast of Mackay, too far out to sea for a helicopter to reach the vessel and return 

to land without re fuelling.The ship has been making its way towards the coast and should be near enough to shore for 
the RACQ-CQ Rescue helicopter to reach sometime after 2am on Wednesday morning. Source : Yahoo News  
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Due to travelling abroad this week the 
newsclippings  may reach you irregularly  

 

 
 

 
The MIGHTY SERVANT 1 seen in Abu Dhabi ï Photo : Johan de Bue ©  

 

Foreign Ship Ban Debated in Obamaôs 
Response to Spill  

The sign over the Dog House Deli in Pensacola Beach, Florida, delivered the message: ñPresident Barack Obama Waive 

Jones Act.ò  Nate Holler, who runs the family -owned hotdog shop, posted the plea when Obama visited the coastal 

town on June 15. He is among coastal residents who say the president should waive a 90- year-old maritime law to 
speed foreign assistance in fighting the BP Plc oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. 

 
ñWe have all these other countries willing to help,ò Holler, 24, said in an interview. ñThere is not enough happening.ò 

 
The Jones Act, which bars foreign ships from transporting goods between U.S. ports, has become a flash point in 

debate over the spill. Opponents of the law, which applies to cleanup vessels within three miles (4.83 kilometers) of 
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shore, say it should be suspended or repealed. The administration says foreign vessels are already helping to combat 
the worst U.S. oil spill so a blanket waiver isnôt needed. ñThere are a lot of foreign vessels operating offshore,ò Coast 

Guard Admiral Thad Allen, the governmentôs incident commander, told reporters on June 25. The Coast Guard would 

be happy to aid in requests for waivers, ñbut to date, since theyôre operating outside 3 miles, no Jones Act waiver has 
been required.ò 
 
 

The U.S. is accepting 22 offers of help from 12 countries and international organizations, the State Department said in 

a statement yesterday. The aid includes ñtwo high-speed skimmers and fire containment boom from Japan,ò according 
to the statement. The State Department didnôt immediately respond to a question concerning whether the Jones Act 

would be waived for the vessels. 

 
Twenty-four foreign vessels are already working in the Gulf, according to Clark Stevens, a spokesman for the 

Homeland Security Department, in a phone interview. Coast Guard Rear Admiral James A. Watson, the federal on-
scene coordinator in the Gulf, has put in place a process to allow Jones Act exemptions if they prove necessary for 

foreign skimming vessels to operate within three miles of the coast, according to Stevens.  
 

That hasnôt eliminated assertions that the Jones Act is slowing efforts to help. Fred McCallister, an investment banker 

in Dallas with Allegiance Capital Corp., told a Senate Commerce Committee hearing today that his proposal to 
assemble a fleet of foreign ships for cleanup duty has been rebuffed by both BP and the Coast Guard. 

 
ñAllegiance Capital took it on itself to submit a request for a Jones Act waiverò on June 21 and hasnôt received a formal 

response, McCallister said.  McCallister said in a letter to Allen that he was seeking waivers for 12 skimming boats and 

a Greek cruise ship that could be used to store equipment and house 800 workers.  
 

Senator Frank Lautenberg, a New Jersey Democrat, said he questioned whether the government should spur 
competition between foreign and U.S. vessels rather than giving preference to ñAmerican vessels standing by.ò ñI think 

that to challengeò Allenôs judgment ñleaves us scratching our heads,ò Lautenberg said. The Jones Act was passed on 
the grounds that preserving a U.S.-flagged fleet would promote domestic and international commerce and provide a 

merchant marine that can be called into action in wars and emergencies.  

 
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, a Texas Republican who supports changing the law, said that ñeach hour that passes 

without a waiver is one more hour that the communities in most need of assistance are forced to go without.ò 
 

The law is championed by U.S. shipping companies such as Horizon Lines Inc. and Alexander & Baldwin Inc.ôs Matson 

Navigation Co. and by maritime unions.  ñItôs an urban myth that the Jones Act is the problemò in the cleanup effort, 
said Mark Ruge, counsel for the Maritime Cabotage Task Force, a Washington-based group representing companies led 

by Horizon and Matson. The law preserves a domestic shipping industry that generates $100 billion a year in revenue, 
Ruge said. Kimberly McCloskey, an outside spokeswoman for Horizon of Charlotte, North Carolina, and Jeff Hull, a 

spokesman for Oakland, California-based Matson, referred questions to Rugeôs group. Senator John McCain, an Arizona 
Republican, introduced legislation last week to repeal the Jones Act. He said in a statement that eliminating the 

ñantiquated and protectionistò law may add almost $1 billion a year to the U.S. economy by lowering shipping costs. 

He based the estimate on a 2002 study by the U.S. International  Trade Commission that found the economic cost of 
the law was as much as $656 million in 1999. 

 
Bill Van Loo, secretary-treasurer of the Marine Engineersô Beneficial Association in Washington, said the push by 

McCain and others to suspend or repeal the law ñseems like politics more than a pragmatic approach.ò 

 
Attempts to dismantle the law are made periodically in an effort to weaken unions, said Dennis McElwee, a maritime 

lawyer in Houston.  Eliminating the Jones Act would ñdo away with the last remaining union seamen in the U.S.,ò 
McElwee said in an interview, Fewer than 10 percent of U.S. maritime workers are in unions today, he said.  

Source : Bloomberg  

 
 



DAILY COLLECTION OF MAR ITIME PRESS CLIPPINGS 2010 ï 184 
 

 

Distribution : daily 13950+  copies worldwide                       03-07-2010                                                            Page 5         

 
 

 
The BOW FAITH  seen enroute Rotterdam ï Photo  : Ton Grootenboer ©  

 

Hellenic Shipping News Poll:  
The BDI will stay above 3,000 points in 

the second half of 2010  
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When Hellenic Shipping News Worldwide prepared Juneôs poll asking readers about where do they think that the Baltic 
Dry Index (BDI) will range during the second half of the year, almost nothin g indicated that the dry bulk industryôs 

main benchmark would record its biggest fall in almost five years. Still, the 4,118 voters appeared to be on the positive 

side, with 45,4% of them answering that the index will range between 3,000 and 4,000 points. Out of those, 22.9% or 
943 votes were for the 3,000 -3,500 limit, while an additional 22.5% or 926 votes were a bit more optimistic, placind 

the index at the range of 3,500 and 4,000 points.  
 

Even more positive on the dry bulk marketôs prospects were those 892 voters (21.7%) who predicted that the freight 
market will stay above 4,000 points, not to mention the overly optimistic who said it will surpass even the 4,500 point 

mark. They amounted to 467 or 11.3%. On the negative side were those 890 people (21.6 %) who said that the 
market will stay within todayôs range of between 2,500 and 3,000 points. Of course, since the beginning of the week, 

the BDI has posted further declines, even if they appear to be rather stabilized. The index ended yesterdayôs session at 
2,406 points, down by 41, but the Capesize market was once again at a standstill, unchanged in the past couple of 

days. The bulk of the fall was recorded in the panamax segment of the market, with the Panamax Index retreating by 

127 points to 2,748.  
 

According to a report from Arctic Securites, quoted by Bloomberg, ñimports of coal and iron ore by China, the worldôs 
biggest user of the commodities, fell for two consecutive months, customs data show. Grain shipments from South 

America slowed leaving shipping lines with ñthe full force of vessel supply,ò Martin Sommerseth Jaer and Erik Nikolai 
Stavseth, Oslo-based analysts with Arctic Securities ASA, said. ñEverything together is contributing to it free falling,ò 

said Andrew Dawson, a broker with Freight Investor Services in London. The ñChinese donôt seem to have the appetite 
for ore. Grain has been weaker than expected and coal in the Atlantic has not been as strong as previous years.ò  

In a separate report on the iron ore and steel market, Commodore Research said that iron ore demand has remained 

firm as expected, but spot ore prices and imports could be poised to briefly decline. Chinese steel mills have slowly 
begun to cut steel production in an attempt to reverse the steady decline in steel prices. Ste el production in China is 

not expected to collapse by any means but we do expect it will decrease moderately in the short -term. The decrease in 
steel production and related iron ore demand will put pressure on dry bulk freight rates. It remains to be seen if robust 

Asian thermal coal demand and firm global grain demand will be able to compensate for the expected short -term 

decline in Chinese iron ore demandò the report noted. At the same time, spot Indian iron ore with a 63.5% iron 
content is currently sell ing for approximately $130/ton FOB, an increase of $5 (4%) from a month ago. Compared with 

the end of last week, however, spot prices are down by $4 ( -3%). Spot iron ore prices had been firming throughout 
much of June and ore fixtures in the dry bulk marke t have remained relatively firm - but the recent fall in iron ore 

prices in troubling. Chinese steel mills have been cutting production in order to reverse the steady fall of steel prices.  

Source : Nikos Roussanoglou, Hellenic Shipping News Worldwide   
 

Singapore MPA works on adopting 
stricter ISO bunker standard  

The Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore, the regulator for the world's biggest bunkering port in terms of sales, 

said late Wednesday that it would work with the local bunkering industry with regards to the adoption and 

implementation of the new and more stringent ISO 8217:2010 standard for marine fuels and residual fuel oil. "As 
regulator and promoter for the bunkering industry in Singapore, the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore works i n 

close partnership with the industry and other partners to ensure a conducive and competitive environment for 
Singapore's bunker industry," an MPA spokesperson said in reply to Platts' queries. "MPA and the Singapore technical 

committee for bunkering will  work with the industry on the adoption and implementation of the new ISO 8217:2010 

standard," it added. The ISO 8217:2010 standard was published on June 15 to replace the previous ISO 8217:2005 
standard. The new standard takes effect Thursday. Early last month, a source close to the island nation's technical 

committee for bunkering told Platts that after consultation with the industry stakeholders "Singapore has adopted a 
wait and see approach towards the new 2010 standard." Meanwhile, SPRING Singapore, the country's national 

standards and accreditation body that serves as the secretariat for the technical committee for bunkering, said last 
month in an official reply to Platts' queries that it is gathering more feedback from various stakeholders on the 

adoption of the new ISO 8217:2010 standard. "Given the wide -ranging international and regional stakeholders, more 

feedback will be gathered over the next six to 12 months to understand their concerns with regard to the use of this 
new standard," SPRING said. Source: platts.com  
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The CSCL PUSAN seen approaching Rotterdam ï Photo : Bas van Hoorn ©  

 

Malta cruise passenger arrivals up 71% 
in May  

Cruise passenger arrivals in May 

rose by 71% from the same month 
last year to reach 55,068 persons, 

the NSO said today. There were 34 

cruise liner calls. Passengers from 
EU countries amounted to 44,150, 

with Germany and Italy being the 
leading markets. Same-day visitors 

from Non-EU countries stood at 

10,918, of whom 5,439 (49.8 per 
cent) were American. 

 
Left : The MSC SPLENDIDA seen 

moored in Malta 
Photo : Arend Zeldenrust ©  

 

Total cruise passenger traffic in 
Malta for the first five months stood at 157,224, an increase of 54.3 per cent over the comparative period last year. 

Same-day visitors from EU countries accounted for 78.4 per cent of total traffic, with Italy and Germany being the 
main markets. The number of cruise passengers from the United States went down by 5,372, but retained its lead.On 

a gender basis, female passengers stood at 81,393, accounting for 51.8 per cent of total cruise passengers. 

Furthermore, 57,159 visitors were aged between 60 and 79 (36.4 per cent of total traffic), followed by those in the 40 -
59 age bracket, which stood at 49,051(31.2 per cent of total traffic).   Source:  timesofmalta  
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Parts su pplier and reconditioner for:  We specialize in:  
Cylinderheads,  Pistons,   MAN (B&W): KZ, KSZ, EF, GF(CA), GB, and MC(-C) 
Liners,   Connecting rods,  MAN (Holeby): 20/27, 23/30, 28/32, 32/40, S28LH  
Exhaust valve(-housing), Valves (in- and exh-), SULZER: RD, RND(M), RL, RTA(U) 
Governors,  Charge-air coolers, MaK (AK & C Types): 452, 453, 551, 552, Also Crankshafts! 
Fuel Equipment,  Fuel Filtrations products,  DEUTZ: 350, 628, 716, 816, RBV, BF, and many others 
Crankshaft,   And many moreé.. BRYANSK, MWM, CATERPILLAR, MITSUBISHI, WARTSILA and all licensees 

parts@marinedieselpartssupply.com        Fax: +31-78-674 7377    Tel +31 -62080 4472  (24 hrs)  located in Port of Rotterdam  
 

 

Shipping limits sought o n Turkey's straits  
Fearing a repeat of the devastating Gulf of Mexico oil spill on the heavily trafficked Bosphorus Strait, Turkish ministers 

will meet oil executives Thursday to discuss risk-reduction measures that experts say could include limiting tanker 
traffic. ñI hope oil companies will understand and advocate for a [possible] request to restrict passage through the 

Bosphorus,ò said Tezcan Yaramancē, the executive board chair of the Turkish Marine Environment Association, or 

Turmepa. If they do not, he added, Turkey might have to take unilateral action, which could cause conflict with other 
stakeholders dependent on the strait as a shipping lane.  It would be impossible for Turkey to unilaterally restrict traffic 

on the strait, said Abdurrahman Satman, a professor and member of Istanbul Technical Universityôs Institute of 
Energy. ñWe do not have the right to keep ships from passing through the Bosphorus,ò he said, adding that Turkey 

would have to reach a consensus with other stakeholders under the auspices of the International Marine Organization.  

 
ñThe key issue is to be able to take all necessary precautions for avoiding any possible disaster, rather than trying to 

stop ships from passing through the [Bosphorus and Dardanelles] straits,ò Satman said, adding that the economic 
ramifications of any such move would have to be assessed carefully and that Turkey and foreign stakeholders must 

cooperate on a strategy that would decrease accident risks to a minimum.  Restrictions on shipping must be regarded 
as a humanitarian, rather than political issue, said Yaramancē of Turmepa, adding that the volume of oil tankers 

passing through the Bosphorus annually presents a serious threat to the 16 million inhabitants of Istanbul, as well as 

the aquatic environment.  According to a report Sunday by Bloomberg, 1.85 million barrels of oil are transported 
through the Bosphorus and Dardanelles straits a day under a 1936 convention that allows free passage to all 

commercial vessels of all nations. Between 1988 and 2009, there were nearly 300 incidents involving ships transiting 
the Bosphorus. 

 

In January, a Moldovan-flagged ship ran aground during stormy weather at the northern end of the strait, spilling fuel 
oil and diesel oil on the beaches and in the bays of Kilyos. The latest serious sea accident in the region occurred in 

1979, when the Independenta, the biggest ship in the Romanian commercial fleet at that time, collided with a Greek 
freighter at the southern entrance of the Bosphorus and exploded.  

 

The potential for spills during the transpor tation process is not the only issue the government should raise with the oil 
companies, other experts said, adding that precautionary measures must also be taken regarding oil extraction and 

production activities in the Black Sea to avert a disaster such as the one in the Gulf of Mexico. 
ñThe government must be careful not to discourage foreign investment in oil-extraction activities in the Black Sea 

region while taking precautions to protect the environment,ò said Necdet Pamir, an executive board member of the 
World Energy Councilôs Turkish National Committee. He said agreements with oil-extracting companies must be 

carefully prepared to achieve those two goals and include measures to minimize the risk of environmental disasters. 

Pamir criticized the governmentôs show of concern on this issue, calling it ñinsincere.ò The environment in Turkey is 
being negatively affected by activities in other sectors as well, such as coal production, and yet the government keeps 

silent on those matters, he said.  
 

mailto:parts@marinedieselpartssupply.com
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A tanker in ballast seen passing the Bosphorus ï Photo : Piet Sinke ©  

 

According to Pamir, it would be impossible to take unilateral action to restrict passage through Turkeyôs straits, as 
Yaramancē suggested, but the country could reach a consensus with other stakeholders through the IMO. 

Land-based pipelines might be an optimal solution to ensure the safe passage of the large volume of crude oil 
currently transported through the narrow, often choppy straits, which Pamir said are among the most dangerous water 

passages in the world. ñAny bypass project would be very welcomed,ò Pamir said, adding that it is crucial for Turkish 

authorities not to focus their attention on a single bypass pipeline, but to try to build as many of them as possible.  
Turmepaôs Yaramancē also suggested that Turkey must work to tighten regulations regarding the qualifications of ship 

captains that sail vessels through the Bosphorus. ñSending high-level captains to lead the ship through the straits is 
currently done voluntarily, but it must become compulsory as soon as possible,ò he said. Representatives from Exxon 

Mobil, Chevron and BP ï the company behind the Gulf of Mexico spill ï are among the 15 energy producers that have 

been invited to the meeting Thursday with Turk ish government officials, Bloomberg reported Sunday. 
Source: Hürriyet Daily News   

 

 
   

From the bridge of the  Deltagracht (4)  
Time for the monthly boat and fire drill  

By Els Kroon  
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After the turbulent Neptune visit and BBQ weekend we 

face another full week at sea and it didn't start at a slow 
pace! 

At 10 O'clock on Monday morning the general alarm bell 
immediately prompted all crewmembers to proceed to 

their cabin, grab a helmet and a life vest and  gather at the 

poop deck. Even the cook had to interrupt  his work to join 
the rest of the gang.  After counting heads during roll -call 

the chief officer reported to the  master on the bridge, who 
commanded all too climb the stairs to the launch  pad of 

the German made FFB, the bullet shaped free fall boat, 
situated at about 14 meters about the water surface.  

After following all safety procedures and instructions the 
door was opened and the crew and officers took a seat 

facing backwards and buckled up as soon as possible, 
which was not so easy in the small space that can hold a 

maximum of thirty persons. Some instructions for 

releasing, launching and starting engine followed.  At 10:30 

the master relieved us from the boat drill so we could 
proceed to the mess room for evaluation. The FFB was not 

launched this time, as this is only a three-monthly 

necessity and for safety reasons never done at sea while 
ship is underway. 

On the Friday before all crew participated in a fire drill, 

following the  specific procedures, also starting from the 
assembly station on the poop deck. Both the second mate 

and the second engineer had to dress themselves in full 
fire suits and put on the BA (Breathing Apparatus) set 

while the fire fighting team prepared a hose for boundary 

cooling and extinguishing the fire. The chief officer as on -scene commander stayed in contact with the  master on the 
bridge by emergency VHF channel 67, following his orders and exchanging information. After the "fire under control' 

was given, evaluation took some time because it didn't strike enough to everyone that  every drill should be taken 
seriously as if it is a real situation.  After the drills all crew continued their duties as usual and I resumed my  whale 

watch on the bridge. After nine continuous days on the Pacific Ocean I  didn't spot any, not even a dolphin  ! 
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Maybe they are scared off by the beautiful shiny yachts, still standing  straight and sturdy on our deck, sunbathing in 
the Pacific sun. But I'll keep my fingers crossed. I'm sure that once we'll enter the shallow  waters of Tuamotu 

Archipelago some of Neptune's buddies must show up! To be continued éé.. 
 

Oil spill dredging ro resume when 
weather improves  

NOLA reports that a week after a state-versus-federal government "showdown" over Louisiana's construction of 

offshore sand barriers to block encroaching oil from the Gulf of Mexico spill, state contractors have shifted dredging 

operations at the Chandeleur Islands to a more distant site and can proceed with the project.  
 

NOLA said the problem with the project now is the weather. High seas and strong winds  from the outer bands of 
Hurricane Alex are now delaying dredging at the Chandeleur Islands for the next few days, at least.  Numerous other 

skimming operations and cleanup vessels have also been sidelined to because of rough conditions. 
 

The state was ordered to shut down dredging last week by the federal government until its contractors could lay 

enough pipe to draw sand from a more distant borrow site.  The concern from the Interior Department was that 
contractors were dredging in a sensitive site near t he existing islands that could trap vital sand circulating in the island 

system, thus accelerating land loss throughout the Chandeleur chain. 
 

This week the Army Corps of Engineers has given the go-ahead for the state to resume dredging, after the addition al 

mile of pipeline has been laid to extract sand farther away.  The state's contractors have not resumed dredging due to 
the inclement weather, and officials have not said when the project will continue.  Source : Dredging News Online  
 

ALSO INTE RESTED IN TH IS FREE MARITIME NEWSCLIPPINGS ?  
PLEASE VISIT THE WEBSITE  : 

WWW.MAASMONDMARITIME.COM  
AND REGISTER FOR FREE ! 

 

Famed Liner Steers Clear of Scrapyard  
Preservationists to Buy S.S. United States in Hopes of Creating Waterfront Attraction; Prince Rainier Sat 'Right There' 

 
The world's fastest ocean liner is docked here and hasn't moved under its own power in years.  

 

But in the glory days of ocean voyages in the 1950s and 1960s, the S.S.United States  was a champion, setting a 
trans-Atlantic speed record on its 1952 maiden voyage that still stands.  

 
Against the odds, a small band of ship preservationists has nosed out scrappers with an agreement to buy the historic 

ocean linerɶand perhaps turn it into a stationary waterfront hotel or multi -use development. The S.S. United States 
Conservancy plans to announce Thursday a deal to buy the ship from its current owner, cruise  operator NCL Group, for 

$3 million. 

 
The scrappers are at bay for now. But the proposed sale still must  satisfy Environmental Protection Agency concerns 

related to toxins aboard the nearly 60-year-old steamship. If the sale goes through, it  would cap quite a turnaround: 
The group of mainly volunteers transformed  themselves into a serious bidder for a Titanic-sized vessel in just a few 

months as scrappers began circling their prize. 

Becoming the potential owner is "an eye-opening experience for us," said Dan McSweeney, the conservancy's 
executive director. As part of the deal, the preservationists will be picking up the  $60,000-a-month tab for upkeep of 

http://www.maasmondmaritime.com/
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the ship in Philadelphia, where it is currently docked. The funding is provided by Gerry Lenfest, a Philadelphia 
philanthropist. The effort to save the mothballed  super-liner was the subject of an article in The Wall Street Journal  

last September. 

 
Even if the deal goes through, the ship faces a long comeback. Its  luxury fittings are long gone. The interior ha s been 

gutted to the bare  metal for asbestos abatement, and exploring the ship requires flashlights to maneuver pitch-black 
passageways. Passenger cabins are identifiable only by marks on the floor where walls used to be.  

 
On the starboard Promenade Deck, where travelers once took the sea air,  a few tall weeds have sprung up. "That's 

where the geese nest," said caretaker Ray Griffiths during a recent tour. The geese weren't home  that day, but a duck 

peeked out from under some stairs. 
 

Despite such indignities, the ship "hasn't forfeited its greatness," the  conservancy's Mr. McSweeney said, standing near 
the bow. The group is  working with architectural firms, developers and city officials on plans  to convert the "Big U," as 

they nickname it, into a hotel or d evelopment in Philadelphia or New York. It has 600,000 or so square feet of floor  

space, the equivalent of a modest skyscraper. 
 

"The ship definitely will be a successful economic engine in whatever community it finds itself in," Mr. McSweeney said. 
On Thursday, the conservancy plans to light the ship at dusk and screen a documentary there about the liner.  

 
During the recent ship tour, conservancy member Susan Gibbs, whose grandfather designed the vessel, described her 

grandmother's memories of being aboard. "The elegance, the champagne, the light and speed, the  scotch-and-sodas 

at 10 a.m.," she said. "What a majestic symbol this  ship was." 
 

Joseph Rota, who served on the ship's crew as a young man, stopped in what used to be the first -class observation 
lounge and recalled a chat with Prince Rainier of Monaco in the mid-1950s. "Sitting right there,"  Mr. Rota said, pointing 

to the spot. The prince was traveling for a  meeting with actress Grace Kelly, his future wife, Mr. Rota said. 

 
NCL bought the S.S. United States several years ago with the idea of recapturing some of that glamour and putting the 

ship back in service, offering cruises around Hawaii. The ship collected barnacles instead, and then went on the block.  
 

NCL received a larger offer of roughly $5.9 million from a scrapper, but  instead has been working with the 

preservationists. "We are pleased with the current arrangement with the conservancy," an NCL spokeswoman said. 
She didn't say why NCR turned down the higher bid. 

 
The EPA has cautioned that, before the ship can be put to a new use, it  must be scrubbed of toxic PCBs that 

contaminate some of its components. In a cruel irony for the preservationists, one of the more  cost-effective ways to 
resolve a PCB issue like this would be to sell the ship to a U.S.-based scrapyard that is equipped to clean it up. 

 

The conservancy's exclusive agreement with NCL to buy expires in February. If the sale goes through, a new clock 
starts ticking: Under  the agreement with Mr. Lenfest, the philanthropist, the group has  20 months of financial support 

to develop a long-term plan that would  eventually make the ship financially self-supporting. 
Source ; Wall Street Journal  
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NAVY NEWS 

 

Truman Carrier Strike Group Relieves 
Eisenhower  

Harry S. Truman Carrier Strike Group (CSG )  relieved the Dwight D. Eisenhower CSG  as Commander, Task 

Force 50 July 2, beginning a routine deployment to the U.S. 5th Fleet Area of Responsibility (AOR). 
 

Under Task Force 50, Truman CSG will conduct close air support missions in support of coalition forces on the ground 
in Afghanistan while conducting Maritime Security Operations (MSO) in the AOR. 

 

Eisenhower CSG  has operated in the 5th Fleet AOR since Jan. 25 with Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 7 aircraft flying 2,970 
combat sorties and 17,730 cumulative flight hours in support of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF). 

 
"The Eisenhower Strike Group has done a great job supporting the troops on the ground in Afghanistan and executing 

maritime security operations," said Rear Adm. Phil Davidson, commander, CSG 8. "We leave knowing that Eisenhower, 

CVW 7, and all the ships in our Ike '5-star' team have worked hard to improve security and stability in the region."  
 

Ships of the Eisenhower CSG performed multiple missions while in the 5th Fleet AOR, which included deterring piracy, 
protecting critical infrastructure, partnering with critical allies, and conducting MSO throughout the region.  

 
"Our Sailors have shown tremendous dedication and commitment during this deployment and are ready now to head 

home to their family an d friends," said Capt. Dee Mewbourne, commanding officer, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 

69). "We have every confidence that Truman will continue to work just as effectively to improve the security and 
stability in this part of the world through the outstan ding professionalism of their Sailors." 

 
"The Eisenhower Strike Group's performance in the 5th Fleet and their support for Soldiers and Marines in Afghanistan 

has been superb. We have big footsteps to follow in," said Rear Adm. Pat Driscoll, commander, CSG 10. "The Sailors 

and Marines of the Truman Strike Group are fully ready and anxious to begin this important tasking."  
 

The Truman CSG deployed May 21 from its homeport of Norfolk, Va., and includes Carrier Strike Group 10, USS 
Harry S. Truman (CVN 75), U SS Normandy (CG 60), Destroyer Squadron 26, USS Winston S. Churchill (DDG 

81), USS Oscar Austin (DDG 79), USS Ross (DDG 71) , Carrier Air Wing 3 and its associated squadrons; Strike 

Fighter Squadron (VFA) 105 "Gunslingers," VFA 32 "Swordsmen," VFA 37 "Ragin  Bulls," Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 312 "Checkerboards," Airborne Early Warning Squadron 126 "Seahawks," Electronic 

Attack Squadron 130 "Zappers,"  and Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadron 7 "Dusty Dogs. " 
 

Eisenhower will return to its homeport of Norfolk,  Va. Source : US Navy  
  


