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Your feedback is important to me so please drop me  an email if you have any photos or  
articles that may be of interest to the maritime interested people at sea and ashore  

PLEASE SEND ALL PHOTOS / ARTICLES TO :  

newsclippings@gmail.com  
 

If you don't like to  receive this bulletin anymore :  

To unsubscribe click here  (English version) or visit the subscription p age on our website.  

http://www.maasmondmaritime.com/uitschrijven.aspx?lan=en -US  

EVENTS, INCIDENTS & OPERATIONS  

 

VLIERODAM WIRE ROPES Ltd.  
  wire ropes, chains, hooks, shackles, webbing slings,  

lifting beams, crane blocks, turnbuckles etc. 

Nijverheidsweg 21     3161 GJ  RHOON    The Netherlands 

   Telephone:          (+31)105018000 

           (+31) 105015440 (a.o.h.) 

        Fax :   (+31)105013843 

Internet & E -mail 
www.vlierodam.nl 

      info@vlierodam.nl 

 

Review ordered of dumping of dredged 
material at Whitsand  

BBC News reports that an independent investigation has been ordered by the UK government into the dumping of 

dredged waste at Whitsand Bay in Cornwall. 
 

Millions of tonnes of silt from the nearby River Tamar have been dumped in Whitsand Bay over the years. Local 
environmentalists are concerned about the damage it is causing. The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) is 

leading the investigation "in order to address local concerns about the disposal of dredged material".  
 

The MMO said someone should be appointed to lead the review "very soon". Much of the silt comes from dredging 

channels in the River Tamar for warships coming in and out of Devonport docks.  
 

Whitsand Bay, which is also used as a silt dumping ground by the Ministry of Defence, is about 1,000m from the Scylla 
wreck which is a popular diving spot. The frigate was scuttled in Whits and Bay in 2004 to create an artificial reef for 

divers and sea life. Two divers were said to have died after becoming disorientated by silt on the Scylla, an inquest in 

2009 was told.  
 

About 49,000 tonnes of waste dredged from Millbay Dock in Plymouth is also to be dumped at Whitsand Bay. Lead 
developer English Cities Fund (ECf) has a licence to dredge and dispose of marine sediment from Millbay until 16 

August. Source : Dredging News Online  
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Ms Nieuw Amsterdam gedoopt door 
prinses Máxima  

Prinses Máxima  heeft het nieuwe cruiseschip ms Nieuw 
Amsterdam  van Holland America Line gedoopt. Dat is 

gebeurd tijdens een galaceremonie in Ventië. De Nieuw 

Amsterdam  is het vijftiende schip in de vloot van  Holland 
America Line en het tweede schip in de zogeheten Signature-

klasse.  
 

Left : 15 flags for 15 Holland America line ship at naming 
ceremony for ms Nieuw Amsterdam  in Venice 
Photo : Alexander Bakker  

,,Wij zijn 

buitengewoon 
vereerd dat Hare 

Koninklijke 

Hoogheid prinses 
Máxima  heeft 

willen optreden als 
doopvrouwe van dit 

prachtige schip,ôô 

zegt Stein Kruse, 
president and ceo 

van Holland America 
Line. ,,Hiermee zet 

de prinses een 
traditie voort. Het is  

de elfde keer dat een lid van de koninklijke familie een schip van Holland 

America Line heeft gedoopt. Dit tweede s chip uit de Signature klasse is net als 
zusterschip Eurodam een elegant schip en het is het grootste passagiersschip 

in de Nederlandse vloot. Prinses Maxima werd gisteren in Venetië verwelkomd 
door vijftien kapiteins van Holland  America Line. Na de zegening van het schip 

volgde de doop door de prinses door volgens traditie een fles champagne op de 

boeg van de Nieuw Amsterdam  te breken. De Nieuw Amsterdam , die is gebouwd op de Marghera-werf van 
scheepsbouwer Fincantieri bij Venetië, is zondag na de doop door prinses Máxima  begonnen aan haar eerste reis. 

De Nieuw Amsterdam  maakt tot aan het najaar verschillende cruises op de Middellandse Zee, waarna de eerste 
Transatlantische oversteek wordt gemaakt. In het  winterseizoen vaart het schip in de Caribbean. 
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Greek shipowners wait for price fall to buy  
Major lender RBS says vessel prices more likely to go down than up  

Most Greek shipowners, who account for more vessel orders than any other nation, are waiting for prices to drop 
before expanding their fleets, according to Royal Bank of Scotland Group, their largest lender.  

 

The cost of a new 2 million -barrel carrying supertanker has climbed 5 per cent this year to US$104 million following a 
33 per cent slide in 2009, according to Clarkson Research Services Ltd, a unit of the world's largest shipbroker.  

 
Prices for iron ore-carrying capesizes, too big to navigate the Panama Canal, advanced 6.3 per cent to US$59.5 million 

a vessel, Clarkson said. 'Prices are more likely to go down than go up,' Lambros Varnavides, the bank's head of credit 
to the shipping industry, said in an interview in London on July 1. 'Yards still have large order books which they are 

working their way through. Once they work their way through that, they will be more desperate for new orders.'  

 
Greek owners and operators have the largest order book of any nation as measured by compensated gross tons, with 

contracts for 19.2 million tons of new carriers, more than Germany or China, according to Clarkson.  
 

Oil tanker and commodity transporter prices advanced this year as economic growth boosted demand for seaborne 

trade, it said.  Compensated gross tons take account of the work that goes into constructing different types of vessels. 
On that basis, Greece has orders for 19.2 million tons, Germany 16.8 million, and China 15.2 million, according to 

Clarkson.  
 

By number of vessels, German owners have the greatest order book at 933 vessels, compared with 857 for Greece and 
710 for China, according to Clarkson. Mr Varnavides predicted in January 2009 that as many as half of publicly traded 

commodity shipping lines may breach their loan covenants after a record collapse in hire rates in 2008.  

 
Any breaches would have enabled banks to strengthen loan terms or to get cash from borrowers who wanted to 

maintain their original financing terms, he said. The ratio of losses on RBS's shipping loans has averaged 2 basis 
points, or 0.02 per cent, in the past 20 years, according to Mr Varnavides, who joined the bank's shipping department 

in August 1974. 

 
He said he expects that trend to continue for the next several years. The bank's shipping department is expanding 

lending, while the unit's so -called non-core shipping lending has dropped, he said. RBS has provided about US$23 
billion of credit to shippers, of which US$20 billion has actually been borrowed, he said. In January last year, it had 

provided US$25 billion of credit. Source : Bloomberg  
 

 
In a beautiful sunset, the 'MSC DANIELA'  seen passing Flushing Roads enroute Antwerp. Photo : Ralf Kroon ©  
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BP doesn't need  any strategic investor, 
say shareholders  

Its expenses related to oil leak crosses US$3b mark  
 

Shareholders in British oil company BP balked at reports it would seek urgent investment from a wealthy Middle East 

or Asian country as clean-up costs for its US oil spill topped US$3 billion. Over the weekend media reports said BP was 
looking for a strategic investor among the sovereign wealth funds of the Middle East and Asia.  An investor would help 

ward off a takeover and raise funds for the liabilities racking  up behind the worst oil spill in US history, the reports 
said. 'We don't think a strategic partner is at all necessary,' said one top -10 BP shareholder who did not want to be 

named. 'We think this is just people trying to panic the company and stampede in to doing something to earn huge 
fees from selling new shares in BP. Shareholders will be saying 'No, thank you' to this and we have communicated this 

to the company.'   Another top-10 investor agreed that BP 'probably did not' need a strategic investor at t he moment. 

Britain's Sunday Times said BP's advisers were trying to drum up interest among rival oil groups and sovereign wealth 
funds to take a stake of between 5 and 10 per cent in the company at a cost of up to £6 billion (S$12.7 billion). BP 

declined to comment. 
 

Separately, several newspapers reported interest among sovereign wealth funds in buying some of BP's assets in the 

Middle East and Asia. BP has said it hopes to raise US$10 billion from asset sales this year as part of its plan to fund a 
US$20 billion clean-up fund set up under pressure from US authorities.   Arabic language daily al-Jarida was most 

specific, saying state-run Kuwait Foreign Petroleum Exploration Co (Kufpec) is reviewing investing in oil fields in Egypt, 
Yemen and east Asia. BP shares have lost more than half their market value since the worst US oil spill in history 

struck on April 20, the result of an explosion on a drilling rig that caused a well to rupture and spew millions of gallons 

of crude into the sea. Attempts to stop the  flow have been unsuccessful, with BP now pinning hopes on a relief well 
that should be complete in August.  Some oil is being captured through a pipe, while some is being burned off. BP said 

it collected or burned 25,195 barrels on Saturday but estimates o f the total amount flowing go as high as 100,000 
barrels. BP said yesterday it had so far spent US$3.12 billion on the response effort, including US$147 million paid out 

in claims to those affected by the disaster. Plans are being developed for additional containment capacity, it said. 
Skimmer vessels have been out in force - a fleet of 89 was watched returning from their efforts through Biloxi Bay 

channel on Sunday - but the hurricane season has hampered efforts and high seas were preventing most of them f rom 

operating. Source : Reuters  
 

 
The TSAVLIRIS HELLAS  seen moored in Ponta Delgada ï Photo : Ton Grootenboer ©  
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Baltic Dry Index extends longest drop 
since 2005  

The Baltic Dry Index, a measure of commodity-shipping costs, extended its longest slump in five years on speculation 
Chinese steel mills are cutting imports of iron ore.  The index dropped for a 26th day, falling 3 per cent to 2,280 points, 

data from the Baltic Exchange here showed. The last time the gauge had a longer unbroken run of losses was th e 27 

trading sessions to Aug 3, 2005, during which it fell 33 per cent. Since starting its current slide, the measure has fallen 
46 per cent, according to exchange prices. Chinese steel mills may be cutting iron ore purchases after imports of the 

steelmaking ingredient rose to an implied record in June, said Steve Rodley, co-managing director of M2M 
Management Ltd, a shipping hedge fund manager that trades freight derivatives and operates vessels. 

'They can afford to take their foot off the gas a bit,' Mr R odley said by phone last week. 'They might be producing a 
little bit less and using their stockpiles' of iron ore, he said, adding he believes their underlying demand remains 

'strong'. 

 
Chinese ports handled 340 million metric tons of iron ore between January and June 25, the Ministry of Transportation 

said on its website, citing China Communications News. Chinese ports handled 340 million tonnes of iron ore between 
January and June25. Imports in the first five months by China were 262.2 million tonnes, acc ording to customs data, 

indicating June shipments may be a record 78 million tonnes. Imports in the first five months by China, the biggest 

iron ore buyer, were 262.2 million tons, according to customs data, indicating June shipments may be a record 78 
million tons. Figures from customs and the transportation ministry have differed previously.  Iron ore creates the single-

biggest source of demand for dry-bulk shipping, according to Clarkson Research Services Ltd, a unit of the world's 
largest shipbroker. 

 

Prices for the steelmaking ingredient switched to quarterly contracts rather than annual ones this year.  Charter rates 
declined for all routes and all ship types published by the exchange. Panamax vessels, the biggest to navigate the 

Panama Canal, fell 6.8 per cent to US$19,719 a day. Larger capesizes, which have to sail around South America or 
South Africa instead, lost 1.4 per cent to US$23,469. Profit at Chinese steel mills, accounting for the largest slice of 

demand for iron ore, 'is zero now, we think' A ndreas Vergottis, research director at Tufton Oceanic Ltd, which 
manages the world's largest shipping hedge fund, said on June 30. In the second half of 2008, the Baltic Dry Index fell 

by a record 94 per cent as steel mills globally cut output beca use of the global recession. Source: 

businesstimes.com.sg  
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The Belgian flagged ATLANTIS  is used for rock / stone dumping at the Maasvlakte II project  

 Photo : Rik van Marle ©  
 

Dozen foreign sailors kidnapped in 
Nigeria freed  

A dozen foreign seafarers seized two days ago  in Nigeria's restive oil rich Niger Delta were freed on Sunday, the 

military  said, while three sailors taken hostage in May were also reportedly released. Gunmen stormed a cargo vessel 
off the coast of the Delta late Friday,  wounding one of the crew in a shoot -out and capturing 12 including Germans 

and  Russians. "I can confirm to you they have indeed been released," Lieutenant Colonel  Timothy Antigha, 
spokesman for a special security force deployed in the area,  told AFP. No one claimed responsibility for the capture of 

the BBC Polonia,  registered in the Caribbean nation of Antigua and Barbuda, and its  multinational crew, including its 
71-year-old German captain. The main armed group in the area, the Movement for the Emancipation of the  N iger 

Delta (MEND), told AFP it was "not involved in this attack but we are  aware of the group that carried out the 

abduction". 
 

Security officials said they did not know who was responsible. Navy spokesman David Nabaida said the men were 
dropped off on a fishing  trawler and the navy went to collect them.  "I don't know who is behind them, but I think it's 

one of the factions of  the ex -militants," he said.  They were brought ashore at 1515 GMT, said Rita Abbey, a police 

spokeswoman  for Rivers State, the main oil producing state in the Niger Delta.  The injured seaman was reportedly a 
Ukrainian. Hundreds of locals and foreigners have been abducted in the Niger Delta in  recent years, against the 

backdrop of conflict in the oil -producing region  where a government amnesty has failed to totally eliminate militancy.  
Most hostages end up being freed after a few days or weeks, very often  after a ransom is paid.  Two Russian sailors 

and a Lithuanian skipper captured in May in an attack  on a Greek-owned ship off neighbouring Cameroon have 
meanwhile been freed in  Nigeria, a Russian sailors' union and a Lithuanian shipping firm told media. 

 

Lithuania's foreign ministry confirmed that its citizen had been released  and would soon return home.  Germany also 
confirmed that two of its citizens were among the 12 seafarers  freed on Sunday.  Others on board the vessel included 

a number of Russians and a Latvian. "Kidnapped Lithuanian citizen Alexei Sysoi has been released and is in the  care 
of Nigerian security forces," a Lithuanian foreign ministry official told  AFP. German officials refuted a suggestion by 

the Nigerian navy on Saturday that  the ship was German-flagged, saying that it was not registered in that  country.  

MarineTraffic.com, a website that tracks ships' movements, reported that  the BBC Polonia  was en route to the 
Nigerian port of Onne, which is situated on  the Bonny estuary in the Niger Delta.  Abbey of Rivers State police said the 

ship was on lease to a German freight  company and was enroute to Onne port to  deliver 4,000 tonnes of construction  
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equipment. She also said security forces suspect Friday's attack was the work of a  group led by Farah Dagogo, a 
former MEND commander who had surrendered under a  2009 government amnesty. 
 

 
The RAMFORM VALIANT  seen moored in Rotterdam ï Photo : Ruud Meuldijk ©  

 

 
SVITZER OCEAN TOWAGE  

Jupiterstraat 33   Telephone  : + 31 2555 627 11  

2132 HC Hoofddorp      Telefax  : + 31 2355 718 96  
The Netherlands                  E -mail:  oceantowage.sales@svitzer.com 
     www :  www.svitzer-coess.com  

 

ALSO INTE RESTED IN THIS FREE MARITIME NEWSCLIPPINGS ?  
PLEASE VISIT THE WEBSITE  : 

WWW.MA ASMONDMARITIME.COM  

AND REGISTER FOR FREE ! 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THE JONES ACT AND THE GULF OIL SPILL  

WHAT IS THE JONES ACT?  

The ñJones Actò refers to several provisions of federal law that reserve certain maritime services within American 
domestic waters for U.S.-built, U.S.-owned, and U.S.-crewed vessels. Almost every nation has similar laws, which are 

known as cabotage laws. The primary purpose of a cabotage law is to draw a distinction between international trade 

mailto:oceantowage.sales@svitzer.com
http://www.svitzer-coess.com/
http://www.maasmondmaritime.com/
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(between countries) and domestic trade (within a country). Ships (and airplanes and trucks) that operate in U.S. 
domestic trade must obey American laws, including immigration, employment, safety, environmental, tax, labor and 

other laws. American laws in almost every category are stricter than the laws that govern shipping in international 

trade. Pertinent to the Gulf oil spill, the law already includes well -established provisions that allow the use of foreign 
vessels when no American vessel is available. American law is particularly flexible in allowing the use of foreign oil spill 

response vessels such as skimmers. 
 

HAS THE JONES ACT RESULTED IN FOREIGN VESSELS, PARTICULARLY FOREIGN SKIMMING VESSELS, 
BEING TURNED AWAY?  

The National Incident Command (NIC) says there has been ñno caseò where an offer of foreign assistance has been 
declined because of the Jones Act. In fact, the U.S. State Department has said that ñ[a] number of offers of assistance 

have been accepted,ò including Mexican skimmers, Norwegian skimming systems and other assets from Canada, 
Germany, and the Netherlands. The Jones Act does not even apply to skimming operations outside of 3 miles from 

shore. Oil skimming outside 3 miles, including near the well 50 miles from shore that is the source of the leak, is 

completely open to foreign oil spill response vessels. That is where the vast majority of skimming has occurred so far.  
The Jones Act also can be waived on a case-by-case basis if there is a need but no American vessel is available to 

meet that need. That waiver proc ess is always quick but it has been streamlined even further by Admiral Thad Allen 
and the NIC since the spill to deal with any waiver requests. Additionally, on June 16, 2010, the Coast Guard Federal 

On-Scene Coordinator for the oil spill determined that there is an insufficient number of specialized oil skimming 

vessels in the U.S. to respond to this spill. This determination allows foreign specialized skimming vessels to be 
deployed within 3 miles of the shore if the foreign country provides the same pri vileges to American skimming vessels 

in that countryôs waters. 
 

ARE THESE CASE-BY-CASE WAIVERS BEING GRANTED?  
The NIC says ñno waivers of the Jones Act é have been required because none of the foreign vessels currently 

operating as part of the BP Deepwater Horizon response has required such a waiver.ò As discussed above, the 
deployment of specialized foreign skimming vessels that is now taking place does not require a waiver of the Jones 

Act. If the use of foreign vessels is necessary, the American maritime industry has stated publicly that it will not 
oppose the use of these well-established waiver procedures. 

 

THE CONSUL GENERAL OF THE NETHERLANDS WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT HIS COUNTRY OFFERED 
VESSELS BUT THE U.S. AND BP DECLINED. WHY?  

We do not know why th ose particular Dutch vessels were declined (or even if they were) but we do know it wasnôt 
because of the Jones Act. As mentioned earlier, foreign vessels can skim oil or perform most other maritime services 

freely in the area where most of the oil can be found ï out beyond 3 miles from our shoreline ï plus the streamlined 

provisions in the law to allow foreign skimmers to operate within 3 miles have been activated. Many foreign (and U.S. -
flag) vessels and assets, including from the Netherlands, are actively involved in the Gulf cleanup. 
 

IF THE PROBLEM ISNôT THE JONES ACT, WHY ISNôT EVERY AVAILABLE SKIMMING VESSEL IN THE 

WORLD AT WORK IN THE GULF?  
The problem isnôt the Jones Act ï even state-of-the-art American vessels are standing by in the Gulf, ready and willing 

to participate in the cleanup. Also, oil spill response equipment offered by foreign nations, such as Norwegian 
skimming systems, can be deployed on U.S. vessels. In some cases, according to the NIC, offers of international 

assistance have been turned down because the offer did not fit the needs of the response. The Gulf oil spill is an 
unprecedented disaster. Finding, evaluating, procuring, and directing oil spill response vessels or skimming, booms or 

other response equipment does not happen overnight, and both BP and the federal government have acknowledged 

that the procurement of skimmers has not occurred as quickly as people would like. The most recent count is that 
about 500 vessels are skimming as part of BPôs so-called Vessels of Opportunity Program. 
 

WHY NOT JUST WAIVE THE WHOLE JONES ACT LIKE PRESIDENT BUSH DID AFTER HURRICANES 

KATRINA AND RITA?  
As noted, the problem is not the Jones Act but possibly one of the overwhelming task of vetting resources necessary 

to meet this unprecedented disaster. As the needs and available resources are sorted out, every available and useful 
vessel should be used. However, American vessels and American workers should be given first priority. A blanket 

waiver of the Jones Act, as opposed to a vessel-specific waiver (where no American vessel is available), would do away 

with that basic, common sense approach. It would effectively outsource to foreigners work that Americans legally 
should get and very much need, especially in this region and economy. A broad waiver eliminating any employment 
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opportunities for American workers would be an odd and even cruel approach considering the economic devastation of 
the oil spill and related fishing and drilling restrictions on American fishermen, offshore supply vessel opera tors and 

others in the Gulf.  
 

ARE THERE ENOUGH AMERICAN VESSELS TO DEAL WITH THIS CATASTROPHE?  
Hundreds of American vessels are already involved in the Gulf cleanup but there are many more American vessels 

standing by waiting to be called. The American fl eet is one of the largest in the world and is deeply committed to 

helping with the cleanup. And when you add in fishing vessels in the Gulf of Mexico that sit idle because of the oil spill, 
the numbers of American vessels available to assist in the clean-up increases significantly. In fact, foreign vessels can 

lawfully participate in the cleanup in a variety of ways, and many are already doing so.  
 

IF THE JONES ACT IS NOT THE PROBLEM, WHY ARE SOME PEOPLE BLAMING IT FOR DELAYS IN THE OIL 
SPILL CLEAN -UP? 

People are frustrated considering the catastrophic nature of the Gulf spill. Some Americans do not understand the 
Jones Act and think it may be an impediment to the cleanup, but it is not. The law does not even affect most of the 

spill clean-up and is designed to allow, in emergency situations like the Gulf oil spill, the use of foreign ships when no 
American vessel is available. The system works, and American law is particularly flexible in temporarily allowing the 

use of foreign oil spill response vessels, like skimmers, when necessary. 
 

 
 

NAVY NEWS 

Bulava tests to continue  
A state investigation commission recommends that the tests of Russiaôs new intercontinental seabased missile should 
be resumed. The commission was set up to investigate the numerous failed Bulava launches and presented its 

conclusions in June. In February, a source in the Russian Defence Ministry said the tests should be resumed this 
summer, but now deputy Defence Minister Vladimir Popovkin says a new test missile will be launched in November, 

reports Space Daily. 
 

Popovkin was appointed as first deputy Defence Minister in late June this year. He has a background and in-sight 

knowledge on Russiaôs missile programs. Popovkin served at the Baikonur spaceport. From 2001 to 2004 he worked as 
the Chief of Staff of the Space Troops and the first assistant Commander of the Space Troops. Then he was appointed 

as Commander of the Space Troops in 2004. So far, seven out of 13 Bulava test launches have failed. The last test, in 
December 2009, was visible in the atmosphere over Northern Norway, when the missil e went into a spectacular spin 

After the failed launch in December, speculations were raised about the future development of the Bulava missile.  The 

submarine to carry the new missiles, Yury Dolgoruk i of the Borey class, started its sea trials last year. Two other 
submarines of the Borey-class are currently under construction at the naval yard Sevmash in Severodvinsk. Source : 

BarentsObserver  
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Above seen the Royal Netherlands Navy Rotterdam class LPD HNLMS JOHAN DE WITT  L801 entering Grand Harbour, 

Malta today Monday 5th July 2010 piloted by Capt. Anthony Chetcuti  (who is also a Newsclippings 
reader/contributor) on her return leg from Somalia Piracy Patrols. This is the second time the ship is in Mal ta, the first 

time as casco towed by Dutch tug MULTRATUG 7  back in November 2004. 
Photo : Cpt. Lawrence Dalli -  www.maltashipphotos.com  (c)  

 

Submarine Missouri Completes First 
Voyage  

The US newest and most advanced nuclear-powered attack submarine, Missouri (SSN -780),  returned to the Electric 
Boat shipyard following the successful completion of its first voyage in open seas, called alpha sea trials. Missouri is 

the seventh ship of the Virginia Class,  the most capable class of attack submarines ever built. Electric Boat is a 

wholly owned subsidiary of General Dynamics. Missouri's  alpha sea trials included a range of submarine and 
propulsion-plant operations, submerging for the first time, and high -speed runs on and below the surface to 

demonstrate that the ship's propulsion plant is fully mission -capable. 
 

The sea trials were directed by U.S. Navy Adm. Kirkland Donald, director - Naval Nuclear Propulsion. Also participating 

in the sea trials were Rear Adm. William Hilarides, program executive officer - Submarines; Rear Adm. Michael 
McLaughlin, commander - Submarine Group Two; Capt. Leslie Elkin, supervisor of shipbuilding in Groton; and John P. 

Casey, president of Electric Boat. Missouri is commanded by Cmdr. Timothy A. Rexrode. "The crew and shipbuilders 
worked together seamlessly to take this submarine to sea and put it through its paces," said Electric Boat President 

John P. Casey. "It was a superb effort by everyone involved, and reflects the commitment of the N avy/industry team 
to sustain the success of the Virginia-class submarine program. I deeply appreciate the contributions made by the 

Navy personnel, shipbuilders and suppliers who made it happen." 

 
Electric Boat and its major subcontractor, Northrop Grumman Shipbuilding, have received contracts to build the first 18 

submarines of a planned 30-ship Virginia Class under a teaming agreement that splits the construction workload 
between the two shipyards.   Source: PR Newswire  

 

http://www.maltashipphotos.com/
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ROLLDOCK SUN LOADS INDIAN KILO SUBM ARINE  

 
The Rolldock Sun  has successfully loaded an Indian KILO -class submarine  and is ready for its ride to Russia. 

It was loaded at the Indian port of Visakhapatnam and will be shipped to Severodvinsk.  
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Saab upgrades Finnish Navy vessels  
The defence and security company Saab is upgrading the combat and fire control system for the Finnish Navy's 

Rauma class missile boats . The contract also includes an industrial cooperation agreement. The order is valued at 
approximately MSEK 220. 

 

"With this order, we ar e extending our already firm and long partnership with the Finnish Navy, while also broadening 
and deepening our experience of developing and integrating naval command and control systems," says Gunilla 

Fransson, Head of the Security and Defence Solutions business area at Saab.    
 

The vessels were delivered at the beginning of the 1990s and they will now undergo a mid -term modification with 

Saab performing the work as a sub-contractor to Patria Aviation. Saab is upgrading the vessels' combat and fire control 
systems to 9LV Mk4, the fourth generation naval command and control system. 

 
The aim is for the completely renovated vessels to have operational readiness from the start of 2014. The project also 

includes an industrial cooperation contract. The work wil l begin in August 2010, with the first system delivery in 
November 2012. The remaining three systems will be delivered in 2013.  Source: Saab Group  

 

 
Another shot of the Dutch L 801 JOHAN DE WITT  seen entering the port of Valetta (Malta)  

Photo : Gejtu Spi teri (c)  

 

Submarines collide in Mumbai naval jetty  
Two submarines of the Indian Navy suffered minor damage in a collision that occurred at a jetty in the harbour here 

when one of the vessels was attempting parallel berthing with the other.  
 

There was no injury to any personnel, and Navy officers at the headquarters in New Delhi termed the incident minor. 
ñIt is a minor incident that took place 10 days ago. A submarine was attempting a parallel berthing alongside another, 

a routine practice, at the naval jet ty in the Mumbai harbour,ò a Naval officer said. There was no damage to any 
equipment or weapon system. Source : The Hindu  

 


